The following is a summary of a memorandum from the Office of the General Counsel dated November 14, 2003:

A recent memo from Nancy S. Bryson, Office of the General Counsel, to Scott Charbo, OCIO, supports the determination that the merging of IT infrastructure functions in to the new converged organization is a transfer of function.
“The plan is to converge many, but not all, of the RD, FSA and NRCS IT functions into the OCIO.  The Service Center Agencies – Information Technology (SCA-IT) plan calls for functions such as hardware and software design, architecture, and acquisition; infrastructure security operations and management; and telecommunications to be transferred to OCIO.”

“A transfer of function occurs when the performance of all or a clearly identifiable segment of an agency mission is transferred from one competitive area to another.  In practical terms, the function is discontinued at one location and appears in identifiable form at another location.  OCIO will be taking over performance of a function it did not have before; that is, selected IT duties for RD, FSA and NRCS and those three agency components will cease to perform such duties. Therefore, the plan meets the definition of a transfer of function.”
